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Their relations are always delicate, and the state of them
closely affects the possibility of an Anglo-Japanese war.
I will endeavour to discuss them in the next section.
(3) Anglo-American Relations
Two opinions.
At the present time two views of Anglo-American
relations are held in Japan. One is that England and America
will ultimately come into conflict, and that therefore they
will never co-operate in fighting Japan. The other is that,
on the contrary, the two will eventually combine against
Japan.
The exponents of the first theory hold that important
material interests prevent the two countries from combining
and that a collision between them is inevitable. It has not
yet occurred because of Japan, who is spoken of as a
separating wedge. It is also said that the Japanese navy
has the casting vote. Should the two make common cause
and defeat Japan, the wedge would be knocked out and an
end-on collision would ensue. In these circumstances a war
of England and America against Japan is out of the question.
After the affair in Manchuria, optimistic theories such as
these sprang up like mushrooms after a shower. Con-
troversialists, whose self-esteem would bring ruin to any
country, loved to quote them. They are beneath our
notice, but it is worthy of remark that they are taken seriously
by some of our more thoughtful politicians and fighting men.
Those who hold the second view admit that British
material interests conflict with those of America, but they
remember history and how, in the past, the two countries
have invariably come together to oppose a third. This
view seems the more worthy of consideration now that
relations between Japan and England are in a state of strain.
One thing is certain, England will not go to war with
Japan unless she is sure that America will join her. A
similar statement is true of America, who would hardly
fight Japan unless she felt sure that England would be on
her side and not decline to fight.
Which, then, of the above two theories is right ? The
question is one of the first importance to Japan.

